THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

together with twelve other villages, Sejakji built a new
village called Sejakpur, where he established himself so
firmly that in a few years' time he was able to add to
what Ra Khengar had given him by capturing from
other neighbouring riders other villages near.

Sejakji's son founded Ranpur, which he made his
capital. But this place was afterwards given up for
Sihor, and finally, in A.D. 1723, for Bhavnagar, where the
present head of the Gohel family rules, and from which
his State takes its name. Lesser branches of the family
are now established separately at Palitana, Wala, and
Lathi.

The Gohels may derive descent from the ancient kings
of Walabhi, chiefly because of the derivation of " Gohel "
from " Goha," the name given to the son of Shiladitya VII
after Walabhi had been destroyed. It may be noted,
however, that there is another theory that the word
" Gohel " is derived from go, meaning " power," and ila,
meaning "earth."

In about A.D. 1261 Wanthali is supposed to have
passed out of the hands of the Ras of Junagadh, and to
have been captured by a Rathod chief named Jagatsinha,
in the possession of whose family it remained for over a
hundred years. Ra Mandlik I died in A.D. 1306, and for
the next two years Ra Noghan IV ruled in Junagadh.
Ra Mahipal IV succeeded him in A.D. 1308, and reigned
for seventeen uneventful years, when he died and was
succeeded by his son Ra Khengar IV. The new ruler
determined to rid Saurashtra of the Mahomedan Viceroy
in the South, and soon after he began his reign he made a
vigorous onslaught on the Viceroy and drove him out of
the peninsula. Prabhas Patan and Somnath thus for
the first time came under the Chudasaina rule, and Ra
Khengar rescued the famous temple from the decay into
which it had fallen during the Mahomedan occupation
of the country and restored it to its former splendour.
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